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 Judgments recovered in courts outside of Alabama but then brought into this state are 

referred to as "foreign" judgments.  The process for obtaining recognition and enforcement of 

foreign judgments is commonly known as domestication.  These materials will explain how to 

domesticate the kind of foreign judgments that you will typically encounter in your law 

practice.1

 I. 

  Part one of the materials describes the process for obtaining recognition of foreign 

judgments in Alabama and part two describes the process for perfecting and enforcing the 

judgments by recording copies in Alabama's real estate records. 

Domestication - Over The Threshold

 The first step in domesticating a foreign judgment is to file a copy of it with the 

appropriate Alabama court.  Different procedures apply depending upon whether you are 

domesticating a federal court foreign judgment or a state court foreign judgment. 

  

  A. Domestication of Foreign Judgment Entered by Federal Court 
 
 Domesticating a federal court foreign judgment in Alabama is simple.  The procedure is 

referred to as registration and it is governed by 28 U.S.C. § 1963, which provides that: 

A judgment in an action for the recovery of money or property entered in any 
court of appeals, district court, bankruptcy court, or in the Court of International 
Trade may be registered by filing a certified copy of the judgment in any other 
district or, with respect to the Court of International Trade, in any judicial district, 
when the judgment has become final by appeal or expiration of the time for 
appeal or when ordered by the court that entered the judgment for good cause 
shown. Such a judgment entered in favor of the United States may be so 
registered any time after judgment is entered. A judgment so registered shall have 
the same effect as a judgment of the district court of the district where registered 
and may be enforced in like manner. 
 
A certified copy of the satisfaction of any judgment in whole or in part may be 
registered in like manner in any district in which the judgment is a lien. 
  
 

                                                           
1 Only judgments obtained in the United States will be discussed; the procedure for domestication of judgments 
obtained in other countries will not be described in these materials.   
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The procedure prescribed under this section is in addition to other procedures 
provided by law for the enforcement of judgments. 
 

28 U.S.C. § 1963.2

 Make sure that the document you file to register the foreign federal judgment is a 

  Under the statute, a judgment recovered in any federal district court outside 

of Alabama may be registered here by obtaining a certified copy of the foreign judgment and 

filing it in any federal district court located in Alabama.   

certified copy of the judgment.  This is normally done by asking the clerk of the originating 

court (the court that entered the underlying judgment) to issue to you a form titled Clerk's 

Certification of a Judgment to be Registered in Another District ("Certification Form").3

 Once you file the Certification Form (the clerk will attach a copy of the actual foreign 

judgment to the form) with any Alabama federal district court, the judgment has the same effect 

as if it had been entered by that court in the first instance.

   

4

  B. Domestication of Foreign Judgment Entered by State Court 

   

 Domesticating a state court foreign judgment in Alabama is simple too but only if you 

employ the right procedure.  Two different procedures are available:  the first method (which is 

the one you will want to use

 

) is under the Alabama Uniform Enforcement of Foreign Judgments 

Act (the "Uniform Act"); the second method is under Alabama's common law.  Both methods are 

discussed separately below. 

 

                                                           
2 A copy of 28 U.S.C. § 1963 is attached hereto as Exhibit "A."   
 
3 A copy of the Certification Form is attached hereto as Exhibit "B."   
 
4 Alternatively, you can domesticate a federal court foreign judgment in Alabama under the Uniform Act (discussed 
in detail below) but the author is not aware of any reason why you would want to do that.  It is much easier to 
simply register the federal court foreign judgment with an Alabama federal district court pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 
1963. 
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   1. Uniform Act Method 

 In order to domesticate a state court foreign judgment using the Uniform Act method, 

you must file (1) an authenticated

A copy of any foreign judgment authenticated in accordance with an act of 
Congress or the statutes of this state may be filed in the office of the clerk of any 
circuit court of this state. A clerk of any circuit court shall note the filing in a 
special docket set up for foreign judgments. A judgment so filed has the same 
effect and is subject to the same procedures, defenses and proceedings for 
reopening, vacating, or staying as a judgment of a circuit court of this state and 
may be enforced or satisfied in like manner; provided, however, that any 
proceeding that is brought to enforce support obligations of other jurisdictions in 
this state by the withholding of income derived in this state shall be brought in 
accordance with Chapter 3A, commencing with Section 30-3A-101, of Title 30. 

 copy of the foreign judgment and (2) an affidavit setting forth 

the name and last known post office address of the judgment debtor, the last known post office 

address of the judgment creditor, and a statement that the foreign judgment is valid, enforceable, 

and unsatisfied.  The authentication requirement is described in Ala. Code § 6-9-232, which 

provides that: 

 
and the affidavit requirement is described in Ala. Code § 6-9-233(a), which provides that: 

(a) At the time of filing, the judgment creditor, or his lawyer, shall make and file 
with the clerk of the circuit court an affidavit setting forth the name and last 
known post office address of the judgment debtor, and the judgment creditor. In 
addition, such affidavit shall include a statement that the foreign judgment is 
valid, enforceable, and unsatisfied. 
 

Ala. Code §§ 6-9-232 and 233(a).5

 Strict compliance with both the authentication requirements and the affidavit 

requirements is essential to properly domesticate a state court foreign judgment under the 

Uniform Act.  Alabama Rule of Civil Procedure 44(a)(1) provides that to authenticate a foreign 

judgment, a party must provide a: 

   

                                                           
5 Copies of Ala. Code § 6-9-232 and Ala. Code § 6-9-233(a) are attached hereto as Exhibit "C" and Exhibit "D," 
respectively.    
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copy [of the judgment] attested by a person purporting to be the officer having the 
legal custody of the record, or by the officer’s deputy.  If the official record is 
kept without the state, the copy shall be accompanied by a certificate under oath 
of such person that such person is the legal custodian of such record and that the 
laws of the state require the record to be kept. 
 

See Ala. R. Civ. P. 44(a)(1).6

 Note that in addition to a copy of the judgment there are 

   

two separate pieces of 

information that must be contained in the certificate from the clerk of the court where the 

foreign judgment was entered:  (1) that such person is the legal custodian of such record, and (2) 

that the laws of the state require the record to be kept.  See Ala. R. Civ. P. 44(a)(1).  If either one 

is missing from the certificate, it may give the judgment debtor a basis to challenge the foreign 

judgment as being inauthentic.  See Gilpin Brokerage Co., Inc. v. Northwest Acceptance Corp., 

465 So.2d 1161 (Ala. Civ. App. 1985) (finding under Rule 44(a)(1) that a copy of a foreign 

judgment from an Oregon court that was filed for domestication in Alabama was not admissible 

as evidence even though it was both certified by the clerk of the Oregon court and had the 

Oregon state seal affixed to it because the certification failed to state that a record of the 

judgment was required to be kept under the laws of Oregon).7

 The affidavit accompanying the foreign judgment should strictly track the language of 

Ala. Code § 6-9-233(a).  The affiant must be either (1) the judgment creditor or (2) the lawyer 

    

                                                           
6 A copy of Rule 44(a) is attached hereto as Exhibit "E." 
 
7 In my experience, most attorneys file a "triple certified" or exemplified copy of the foreign judgment.  The name 
"triple certified" comes from the fact that the authenticity of the judgment is sworn to by the clerk of the court where 
the judgment was rendered, then signed by the judge or presiding judicial officer of that court, and then signed again 
by the clerk of court to swear to the authenticity of the judge’s signature.  While these forms attest to the authenticity 
of the judgment and have never been challenged in any action that I know of, they often do not strictly comply 
with Rule 44(a)(1)'s requirement that the certification state that "the laws of the state require the record to be 
kept."  For this reason, you may want to advise your out-of-state counsel who is procuring the authenticated copy of 
the foreign judgment to make sure that the certification contains all of the "magic language" required by Rule 
44(a)(1). 
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for the judgment creditor;8

 After the authenticated copy of the foreign judgment and the affidavit have been filed, the 

clerk of the Alabama circuit court where the foreign judgment is filed is required by Ala. Code § 

6-9-233(b) to mail notice to the judgment debtor at his/her last known address and make a note 

of the mailing in a special docket set up by the clerk for foreign judgment filings.  In addition to 

the clerk's notice, 

 the affiant must testify regarding the name and last known post office 

address of the judgment debtor and the judgment creditor; and the affiant must testify that the 

foreign judgment is valid, enforceable, and unsatisfied.  See Ala. Code § 6-9-233(a).   

you should mail your own notice

(b) Promptly upon the filing of the foreign judgment and the affidavit, the clerk 
shall mail notice of the filing of the foreign judgment to the judgment debtor at 
the address given and shall make a note of the mailing in the special docket. The 
notice shall include the name and post office address of the judgment creditor and 
the judgment creditor’s lawyer, if any, in this state. In addition, the judgment 
creditor may mail notice of the filing of the judgment to the judgment debtor and 
may file proof of mailing with the clerk. Lack of mailing notice of filing by the 
clerk shall not affect the enforcement proceedings if proof of mailing by the 
judgment creditor has been filed. 

 of the foreign judgment filing to the 

judgment debtor and file a certificate of service regarding the mailing with the clerk.  This is 

specifically permitted and contemplated by Ala. Code § 6-9-233(b), which provides that: 

 
See Ala. Code § 6-9-233(b).  Note that neither you nor the clerk of court is required to serve the 

judgment debtor with a summons or other process as would normally be required upon the filing 

of a new lawsuit by Rule 4 of the Alabama Rules of Civil Procedure (in other words, the 

judgment debtor is not entitled to the kind of notice ordinarily required by due process and 

failure to actually serve the judgment debtor is not an impediment to domestication).  See Nix v. 

                                                           
8 It seems preferable for the affiant to either be the client (the judgment creditor) or the lawyer who obtained the 
original judgment that is being domesticated (not the lawyer who is handling the Alabama domestication).  The 
reason for this is that from an evidentiary perspective, the Alabama lawyer who is handling the domestication likely 
does not have personal knowledge regarding the subjects of the affidavit testimony required by the statute (addresses 
for the creditor and judgment debtor; and whether the foreign judgment is valid, enforceable, and unsatisfied).  By 
contrast, the client and the lawyer who obtained the original judgment should have direct and personal knowledge 
regarding the circumstances under which the judgment was obtained.   
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Cassidy, 899 So.2d 998, 1002 (Ala. Civ. App. 2004) ("domestication of a valid foreign judgment 

under the procedures of the UEFJA amply protects a judgment debtor’s due-process rights in that 

(1) the basic due-process requirements of notice and hearing have already been met by the court 

that rendered the original judgment, (2) notice is mailed to the last-known address of the 

judgment debtor at the time the foreign judgment is filed, and (3) an additional stay of 

enforcement of the judgment and further hearings can be sought and obtained"). 

 Once the mailing requirement has been satisfied, the state court foreign judgment is then 

considered domesticated in Alabama.  There is no need for the Alabama circuit court9 to enter a 

separate or new order recognizing the foreign judgment.  Nor is there any requirement that an 

Alabama judgment be entered.  See In re. Camp, 310 B.R. 634, 642 (Bankr. N.D. Ala. 2004) 

("There is no provision for or requirement that a new judgment order of an Alabama court be 

issued before such a certificate of judgment may be obtained. Indeed, the opposite is what is 

intended under the AUEFJA").  This saves time because the judge assigned to the foreign 

judgment action is not required to do anything further in order for the foreign judgment to take 

effect in Alabama.10

                                                           
9 Note that Ala. Code § 6-9-232 specifically states that you may domesticate a foreign judgment in ANY circuit 
court in this state.  That means that you may file the domestication in Jefferson County, for example, even if the 
judgment debtor lives in Baldwin County.   

   

 
10 It has been the author's experience that having no order or judgment entered by an Alabama circuit court creates a 
practical problem with regard to the amount of the foreign judgment.  The reason for this is that post-judgment 
interest has often accrued between the date that the underlying judgment was entered and the date that it is filed for 
recognition in Alabama.  Without any Alabama court order or judgment specifying the exact amount of post-
judgment interest that has accrued, the certificate of judgment issued by the clerk of the Alabama circuit court will 
not include any amount for post-judgment interest.  This can create issues down the road when you pursue collection 
of the foreign judgment because the judgment debtor may take the position that you are only entitled to collect the 
amount listed on the certificate of judgment rather than a larger amount that includes accrued post-judgment interest.  
The author's suggestion is to include in your domestication filing a letter to the clerk setting out a calculation of the 
post-judgment interest that has accrued along with a copy of the relevant post-judgment interest statute from the 
state in which the underlying judgment was entered. 
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 Copies of the Notice of Filing of Foreign Judgment, the Affidavit in Support of Notice of 

Filing of Foreign Judgment, and the Certificate of Service of Notice of Filing of Foreign 

Judgment forms used by the author are attached collectively hereto as Exhibit "F." 

   2. Common Law Method 

 In order to domesticate a state court foreign judgment using the common law method, 

you must file what amounts to a regular collection lawsuit under Alabama law.  But this method 

is not as good as the Uniform Act method

  C. Defenses Available to Judgment Debtor in Response to Filing of  
   Registration or Domestication of Foreign Judgment 

 because "Alabama courts recognize a judgment of 

another jurisdiction only as 'evidence of a debt or duty, and as fixing an obligation between the 

parties.'"  See Camp, supra at 642 (citing to Continental Auto Ins. Underwriters v. Menuskin, 222 

Ala. 370, 132 So. 883, 885 (1931)).  Put another way, domesticating a foreign judgment using 

the common law method is no different from suing on the promissory note that likely formed the 

basis for the foreign judgment that your client already obtained.  It requires "[t]he usual 

essentials of a complaint, summons, service, return of service, and so on, necessary to comply 

with ... a traditional lawsuit in an Alabama court."  See Camp, supra at 639.  Filing the 

domestication this way would also require the entry of judgment by the Alabama circuit court, 

which is one more additional step that is not needed if you use the Uniform Act method instead.   

 
 The defenses available to a judgment debtor in response to the filing of a registration of a 

federal court foreign judgment or domestication of a state court foreign judgment are very 

limited

 In federal court registrations, the statute itself (28 U.S.C. § 1963) does not mention any 

defenses that are available to the judgment debtor; satisfaction of the underlying judgment is the 

 and may be boiled down to whether or not the out-of-state court had the right to enter the 

foreign judgment in the first place.   
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only matter mentioned that is analogous to a defense under the statute.  See 28 U.S.C. § 1963.  

Case law on whether any defenses are available indicates that jurisdictional challenges (i.e. that 

the underlying court lacked jurisdiction) are the only defenses available to a judgment debtor.  

See Harper Macleod Solicitors v. Keaty & Keaty, 260 F.3d 389, 394-95 (5th Cir. 2001) (agreeing 

with majority of other circuit courts that have held that registering courts may void default 

judgments if the rendering court lacked jurisdiction over the defendant and cataloging supporting 

decisions of the other circuit courts).11

 Similarly, in state court domestications, "'the only basis to challenge domestication is that 

the foreign court did not have jurisdiction to enter the judgment.'”  Directory Assistants, Inc. v. 

Cooke, Cameron, Travis and Co., P.C., 49 So.3d 1175, 1180 (Ala. Civ. App. 2010) 

("authentication and filing of a foreign court's judgment with an Alabama circuit court pursuant 

to the UEFJA 'creates a rebuttable presumption that the court rendering that judgment had 

jurisdiction to do so and shifts to the party challenging that judgment the burden of producing 

evidence to rebut the presumption' .... when the party challenging the judgment 'produce[s] no 

evidence to ... rebut the presumption that the [foreign] court had jurisdiction to enter [its] 

judgment,' there is no valid basis for an Alabama circuit court to set aside its judgment based 

upon the foreign registered judgment").   

   

II. Perfection – From This Day Forward

 The second step in domesticating a foreign judgment is to record a copy of the now-

domesticated foreign judgment in Alabama's real estate records.  This is done through the 

  

                                                           
11 The Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals has not directly ruled on this issue but it has held that federal district courts 
in which a foreign judgment registration action is filed have authority to grant relief to a judgment debtor when the 
foreign judgment is registered in violation of 28 U.S.C. § 1963.  See Oakes v. Horizon Financial, S.A., 259 F.3d 
1315 (11th Cir. 2001).  For this reason, it seems reasonable to assume that the Eleventh Circuit would permit a 
judgment debtor to challenge the propriety of a foreign judgment registration action based on other jurisdictional 
challenges.  But see Sephus v. Gozelski, 864 F.2d 1546 (11th Cir. 1989) (holding that 28 U.S.C. § 1963 did not 
confer jurisdiction on the registering federal district court to set aside an execution sale that violated state law). 
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Alabama probate courts but different procedures apply depending upon whether you are 

recording a registered federal court foreign judgment or a domesticated state court foreign 

judgment. 

  A. Perfection of Foreign Judgment Entered by Federal Court 

 Like with its domestication counterpart, perfecting a registered federal court foreign 

judgment is simple.  The procedure is governed by Ala. Code § 6-9-210, which provides that: 

The owner of any judgment entered in any court of this state or of the United 
States held in this state may file in the office of the judge of probate of any county 
of this state a certificate of the clerk or register of the court by which the judgment 
was entered, which certificate shall show the style of the court which entered the 
judgment, the amount and date thereof, the amount of costs, the names of all 
parties thereto and the name of the plaintiff’s attorney and shall be registered by 
the judge of probate in a book to be kept by him for that purpose, which said 
register shall also show the date of the filing of the judgment. Said judge shall 
make a proper index to said book, which shall also show under the proper letter or 
letters of the alphabet the names of each and every defendant to said judgment, 
and such judgments shall be recorded in chronological order of the filing of such 
judgments. Such certificate shall also show the address of each defendant or 
respondent, as shown in the court proceedings. 
 

Ala. Code § 6-9-210.12  Under the statute, a registered federal court foreign judgment may be 

perfected against any real estate owned by the judgment debtor by obtaining a certificate of 

judgment from the Alabama federal district court (the court where you filed the domestication 

action) and filing the certificate of judgment in each Alabama county wherein you believe the 

judgment debtor may own real estate.13

   Make sure that what you file with the probate court is a 

 

certificate of judgment and not

                                                           
12 A copy of Ala. Code § 6-9-210 is attached hereto as Exhibit "G."   

 

a copy of the judgment itself.  Only an actual certificate of judgment will satisfy the 

requirements for perfection set out in Ala. Code § 6-9-210.  See In re. Camp, supra at 642 ("the 

 
13 Once filed, the certificate of judgment creates a judgment lien against any interest in real estate owned by the 
judgment debtor in that particular county.  See Ala. Code § 6-9-11, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit 
"H." 
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recording of a copy of the Alabama court's judgment, whether certified or authenticated, does not 

under Alabama's statutes create or perfect a lien on properties of a judgment debtor in the county 

where recorded in the Probate Office").   

 Once you file a certificate of judgment in each Alabama county wherein you believe that 

the judgment debtor may own real estate, your second step in domesticating the foreign 

judgment is complete.  Each certificate of judgment will constitute a judgment lien against any 

interest owned by the judgment debtor for ten (10) years from the date of the registerd federal 

court foreign judgment.  See Ala. Code § 6-9-11.   

  B. Perfection of Foreign Judgment Entered by State Court 

 Similar to the domestication of a state court foreign judgment, there are two different 

procedures available to perfect a domesticated state court foreign judgment in Alabama.  Both 

procedures are available under the Uniform Act but the first method (which is the one you will 

want to use

   1. Perfection by Filing a Certificate of Judgment Pursuant to Ala. 
    Code § 6-9-210 

) is a duplicate of the federal procedure for perfection discussed above whereas the 

second method is a non-uniform method that requires more work and offers a less desirable 

result.  Both methods are discussed separately below. 

 
 The easiest way to perfect a domesticated state court foreign judgment is to use Ala. 

Code § 6-9-210.  Under that statute, you may perfect such a judgment by obtaining a certificate 

of judgment from the Alabama circuit court in which you filed the domestication.  You then 

record the certificate of judgment in the probate courts for each county in Alabama wherein you 

believe the judgment debtor may own property (once your judgment is domesticated, you can 

record a certificate of judgment in as many counties as you want; this is different than under Ala. 

Code § 6-9-237, which is discussed below and only permits you to record a certificate of 
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judgment in the same county where you domesticated).  Make sure that you record a certificate 

of judgment.  Do not record

   2. Perfection by Filing a Certificate of Judgment Pursuant to Ala. 
    Code § 6-9-237 

 a copy of the judgment itself because that does not comply with the 

requirements of the statute and will not result in a judgment lien attaching to the judgment 

debtor's property.  See In re. Camp, supra at 646 ("the [creditors] did not receive and file a 

certificate of judgment issued by any Alabama circuit court clerk using this AUEFJA procedure 

... the result is that this method, which could have been employed under the AUEFJA, was not 

used by the [creditors] to obtain a lien against any of [the judgment debtor's] properties").   

 
 A more difficult and less effective way to perfect a domesticated state court foreign 

judgment is to use Ala. Code § 6-9-237, which provides that: 

A copy of a foreign judgment authenticated in the manner described in Section 6-
9-232 and filed in the circuit court may be recorded in the probate office as 
provided for judgments of the circuit courts of this state, and its being so filed 
shall have the same force and effect as the filing of a certificate of a judgment 
obtained in a circuit court of this state. 
 

See Ala. Code § 6-9-232.  This method of perfection is not recommended by the author 

because the Alabama Supreme Court has interpreted the statute to require that only an 

authenticated copy of the domesticated state court foreign judgment (as opposed to a certificate 

of judgment) may be recorded in the probate court records.  See Pope v. Gordon, 922 So.2d 893, 

898 (Ala. 2005) ("the use of the past tense in the phrase 'and filed in the circuit court' in § 6–9–

237 indicates that the filing required by § 6–9–232 and § 6–9–233 must have already taken place 

in the circuit court before the filing in the probate office").  Further diminishing the usefulness of 

the statute, the Alabama Supreme Court has held that Ala. Code § 6-9-237 only permits 

recording in the same county where you domesticated the state court foreign judgment in the 

first place (Ala. Code § 6-9-210, by contrast, lets you recording in any county in Alabama 
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whether you have filed a domestication action there or not).  See Pope at 898 ("§ 6–9–232 allows 

the filing of a foreign judgment in 'any' circuit court, but § 6–9–237 provides that the foreign 

judgment filed in 'the circuit court may be recorded in the probate office.'  This suggests that in 

order for a foreign judgment to be recorded pursuant to § 6–9–237, the judgment may be filed 

only in the probate office of the same county as the circuit court in which the foreign judgment is 

being domesticated").   

  C. Stay of Proceedings to Perfect or Enforce Foreign Judgment 

 With regard to both a registered federal court foreign judgment as well as a domesticated 

state court foreign judgment, it is the author's opinion that immediately upon filing the foreign 

judgment, you may obtain a certificate of judgment from the clerk of court and record it in the 

appropriate Alabama probate courts (doing this will give your client a judgment lien against any 

property interests owned by the judgment debtor in the counties where the probate courts are 

located).  But you cannot

   1. Federal Court Foreign Judgment. 

 pursue collection of the foreign judgment until the expiration of the 

automatic stay period that begins to run on the date that you register or domesticate the foreign 

judgment. 

 The statute providing for registration of a federal court foreign judgment, 28 U.S.C. § 

1963, does not stay perfection or enforcement of the registered judgment for any period of time.  

But it does provide that "[a] judgment so registered shall have the same effect as a judgment of 

the district court of the district where registered and may be enforced in like manner," See 28 

U.S.C. § 1963, which the author believes may be reasonably interpreted to mean that the holder 

of a registered foreign judgment must wait out the 14 day period required by Rule 62(a) of the 

Federal Rules of Civil Procedure before pursuing collection actions against the judgment 



Page 14 of 15 
 

debtor.14

   2. State Court Foreign Judgment. 

  Note, however, that you may go ahead and immediately record a certificate of 

judgment regarding the registered federal court foreign judgment because the automatic stay 

imposed by Rule 62(a) does not apply to the recording of a certificate of judgment.  See In re. 

Rainbow Trust, 216 B.R. 77, 86 (2nd Cir. BAP 1997) ("the recording of a judgment does not 

constitute a proceeding to enforce a judgment and therefore is not prohibited by Rule 62").   

  The statutes providing for domestication of a state court foreign judgment provide an 

automatic stay of enforcement (but not perfection) of the registered judgment for a period of 30 

days

 There is some uncertainty regarding whether you may record a certificate of judgment 

prior to the expiration of the 30 day automatic stay provided by Ala. Code § 6-9-233(c), See 

Camp, supra at 645 n.8 ("There is also a further complication arising from an optional, yet 

uniform provision of the UEFJA, enacted by Alabama, set forth in Ala.Code § 6–9–233(c), that 

'[n]o execution or other process for enforcement of a foreign judgment filed hereunder shall issue 

until 30 days after the date the judgment is filed.'  Whether issuance of a certificate of judgment 

for recording in a Probate Office or the filing of the foreign judgment allowed by Ala.Code § 6–

9–237 are within the 'other process for enforcement of a foreign judgment' language subject to 

the thirty day delay need not be resolved by this court"), but it is the author's opinion that filing a 

certificate of judgment prior to the expiration of the 30 day stay provided by Ala. Code 6-9-

 from the date that the domestication is filed, See Ala. Code § 6-9-233(c), and permit the 

judgment debtor to obtain a further stay if he/she can show that the underlying judgment has 

been or is going to be appealed; that a stay of execution has been granted; or that any other basis 

exists under which an Alabama court would stay enforcement of the foreign judgment.  See Ala. 

Code 9-9-234.   

                                                           
14 The author is not aware of any federal court decision interpreting this narrow issue.   
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233(c) does not violate that statute.  The reason for this is because the stay provided by that 

statute is analogous to the 30 day stay provided by Rule 62(a) of the Alabama Rules of Civil 

Procedure15

 

 and the Rule 62(a) stay does not prevent the recording of a certificate of judgment.  

See In re. Sintz, 162 B.R. 572, 573-74 (Bankr. S.D. Ala. 1993) (citing to Johnson v. Haleyville 

Mobile Home Supply, 477 So.2d 328 (Ala. 1985) in support of its conclusion that "the supreme 

court concluded Rule 62 only prevents enforcement of the judgment for thirty (30) days; it does 

not prevent recording of a certificate of judgment").   

 

                                                           
15  Below is a comparison of the relevant language of Ala. Code § 6-9-233(c) against the language of Rule 62(a): 
 
Ala. Code § 6-9-233(c) (c) No execution or other process for enforcement of a foreign judgment filed hereunder 

shall issue until 30 days after the date the judgment is filed. 
 

Rule 62(a) (a) Automatic Stay; Exceptions. Except as stated herein or as otherwise provided by 
statute or by order of the court for good cause shown, no execution shall issue upon a 
judgment nor shall proceedings be taken for its enforcement until the expiration of thirty 
(30) days after its entry.  

 
















































